
Theme:  Made in God’s Image 

Opening Prayer:  
On the sixth day of the Creation story, God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. (Genesis 1:26-27) 
 
Formation – Purpose: 

• Members will learn more about themselves and each other’s uniqueness, 
similarities and differences, as well as share one common trait - that they are all 
made in God’s image.  

• Recognize their traits – both positive and negative. 
• Acknowledge they are created for a mission: to be a reflection of God. 
• Human beings are created in God’s image. God made us all – with different 

physical characteristics, abilities, gifts, personalities, backgrounds, and we are all 
special in His eyes.  

• To be a reflection of God’s image, means that we make good choices to reflect 
His attributes and carry out His mission of forgiveness, unconditional love and to 
help all members of society.  

• God made animals and human beings, and gave us the responsibility to take care 
of all of His creation.   

• He made us to have a special relationship with Him.  
• *God is in the face of all our brothers and sisters, especially the poor and hungry. 

 
Background Notes: 
 
http://famvin.org/en/2015/03/15/vincentian-commitment-to-life-and-dignity-of-every-
person/ 
Giulio Grecchi, Tucson, Voice of the Poor, Western Region Representative reflects on 
the Vincentian Commiment to life and dignity of every person. 
 
Giulio Grecchi underlines that we need to be involved with the political issues related to 
Catholic Social teaching, which defends and protects the life and dignity of every human 
person. 
 
For the Church, there is no distinction between defending human life and promoting the 
dignity of the human person. Pope Benedict XVI writes in Caritas in Veritate that “The 
Church forcefully maintains this link between life ethics and social ethics.” Then, he 
continues “a society lacks solid foundations when, on the one hand, it asserts values such 
as the dignity of the person, justice and peace, but then, on the other hand, radically acts 
to the contrary by allowing or tolerating a variety of ways in which human life is 
devalued and violated, especially where it is weak or marginalized.'” (no. 15). 
The Church proposes a “consistent ethic of life”, coming from its scriptural tradition that 
all human beings, without any exception, are made in the image and likeness of God and 



that, without any exception, Jesus Christ died for all of us. Therefore, each human person 
is sacred from conception to natural death and the life and dignity of every person must 
be respected and protected at every stage and in every condition. 
 
As Catholics and Vincentians, we embrace and support the full body of Catholic Social 
teaching. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul focuses on addressing poverty and its root-
causes, but we respect and admire other Catholic groups that work on other critical 
concerns, such as those seeking to protect the unborn by assisting pregnant women in 
difficulty, or those trying to end death penalty, torture and wars, or those dealing with 
other issues. 
 
No one group can do everything. To be effective, Catholic social work had to become 
specialized, But, we are all part of the Body of Christ and we are all working in a 
common effort of building the “kingdom of God”. 
 
While we fully embrace the teaching of the Church regarding the “consistent ethic of 
life”, we realize that there are Catholics and non-Catholics, who do not. Some look at the 
social teaching of the Church as a menu, from which they can pick what is more 
convenient, or what seems closer to their intellectual preferences. Also, many social and 
political groups claim exemptions from one or more of these principles, often for 
utilitarian purposes, or for political, or economic advantage. This is not the Vincentian 
way. Let’s be clear about that! 
 
Personally, I like the metaphor of the “seamless garment”, used by late Cardinal 
Bernardin of Chicago, as a cloak of moral issues woven together as seamlessly as Jesus’ 
tunic, bringing unity to Catholic teaching and indicating that all of life is sacred, from 
womb to tomb. – Think of the unborn and the dying, the murderer on death row, the 
undocumented immigrant, the soldier in Afghanistan and the family in Iraq, the 
undernourished child and the pensioner who cannot afford a doctor. “When human life is 
considered ‘cheap’ or easily expendable in one area,” Bernardin said, “eventually nothing 
is held as sacred and all lives are in jeopardy.” Life is sacred! 
 
Our responsibility, as Christians, is not to rip Christ’s garments apart, but to keep it 
whole. 
 
Pre-reflection/Questions: 
(excerpts) The full text of the Message of Pope Francis for the 30th World Youth Day: 
Pope Francis wrote: 
 
“Dear young people, in order to enter into the logic of the Kingdom of Heaven, we must 
recognize that we are poor with the poor. A pure heart is necessarily one which has been 
stripped bare, a heart that knows how to bend down and share its life with those most in 
need. 
 
You will discover that God can be ‘seen’ also in the face of your brothers and sisters, 
especially those who are most forgotten: the poor, the hungry, those who thirst, strangers, 



the sick, those imprisoned (cf. Mt 25:31-46)”  
 
* Have you had the experience of seeing God in the face of the poor? What do those 
quotes mean to you? Elaborate on what it means to bend down and share life with those 
in need. How do these quotes exemplify Vincentian charism? 
 
What are some things you are good at or enjoy doing? What are some attributes of God? 
What does it mean to you that you are made in God’s image? What does it mean to you 
that you are created for a mission and to be a reflection of God? What are some 
characteristics of God that are important in your life – compassionate, forgiving, etc.?  
 
Religious Activity: 
 
Elementary School Members: 
Self Portrait 
http://ngm.ag.org/mpact_girls/activities/articles.cfm?targetBay=253a97fd-07f9-
40e9-8786-
3f47efbf21a0&ModID=2&Process=DisplayArticle&RSS_RSSContentID=21006&R
SS_OriginatingChannelID=1153&RSS_OriginatingRSSFeedID=4898&RSS_Source
= 
Materials Needed per Member: 
Crayons, Markers, Paints/Brushes 
Glue  
Scissors 
 
The purpose of this project is to see yourself as God sees you. We are all created in the 
image of God, he made us just the way he wanted us. You may read the Scripture verses 
and ask God to help you begin to see yourself through his eyes. Discuss who God is? 
Complete the statement: God is _________ and __________.You may cut out the words 
that shows how God may see the member and complete the statement: God sees me as 
__________ and _______________. Using paint, crayons or markers you may draw a 
picture of how God sees you.  
 
Genesis 1:27 
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
 



 

beautiful  honest  courageous  athletic awesome       

loved   worth it   confident  funny   a good friend       

a great sibling sweet good at lots of things happy    

designed to do incredible things

 

a precious gift

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God loves me! 
 

God is _____________ and ________________. 
 
God sees me as ___________ and ___________. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Middle School Members:  
Cut out each of the scripture passage. Have each member pull one out of a bag to discuss 
what the passage means to them. Discuss how it feels to hear that God thinks of them 
with such love. How did you feel God felt for you before? How do you feel about God’s 
opinion of you now? What does it mean now to be made in Gods image? What does it 
mean to be created for a mission and to be a reflection of God? After discussing the 
scripture quotes, have the members write in the journal what it means to them to be made 
in God’s image as well as loved so much.  
http://juniorhighministry.org/youth-group-lesson-on-identity/ 
 
You are complete in God’s eyes. (Colossians 2:10) 
 
You are loved in God’s eyes. (Jeremiah 31:3) 
 
You are worth delighting in. (Zephaniah 3:17) 
 
You are forgiven and redeemed in God’s eyes.  
(Ephesians 1:7) 
 
You are anointed and have a purpose in God’s eyes. 
(Isaiah 61:1) 
 
You are beautiful in God’s eyes. (Psalm 45:11) 
 
You are chosen, holy, and dearly loved in God’s eyes. 
(Colossians 3:12) 
 
You are God’s handiwork. (Ephesians 2:10) 
 
You are worth fighting for in God’s eyes.  
(Exodus 14:14) 
 
You are a new creation in God’s eyes. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
 



High School/ Young Adults: 	  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWO1QTfn4sA 
 
Discuss what it means to be Made in God’s Image and watch the youtube video. 
Members can create one as a group, if media release forms are filled out. In addition, 
members can also ask students in the school and with permission from administration put 
it in their newsletter or bulletin board.  
 
Reflection: 
What did you learn about yourself? What are some ways God made you special? How 
can you use your gifts or abilities to help others? What would the world be like if we 
were all the same – and we had the same strengths, gifts, and abilities? What are some 
things you have learned about yourself that will help you live more like the person 
created in God’s image? How would God want us to treat ourselves and other human 
beings, especially since we are created in His image? How do you think God feels when 
we do actions that show we’re made in His image?  
* How did St. Vincent show that he was Made in God’s image? Share an example of 
when you discovered Jesus. What are some Vincentian values you recognize? 
 
Closing Prayer: Our Father 
 
Community:  There may be a fellowship of healthy snacks with games, activities or 
Vincentian service projects – if time permits. 
 


