
Prayer Service for St. Vincent de Paul 
 

1 Samantha  
 
Good morning, and welcome to our prayer service honoring St. Vincent de Paul. 
 
Vincent de Paul was born in a little village in the country of France.  When Vincent was 
20 years old, he became a priest.  Vincent decided to become a priest because he thought 
it would allow him to support his mom, his dad, and his many brothers and sisters. The 
money he received would be sent to his family so that they would have a better life.  
 

2 Diego 
 
A few years after becoming a priest, Vincent was sent to a tiny village where many of the 
people were very, very poor. They suffered from material poverty, not having enough 
food and  homes. But if was their spiritual poverty that concerned Vincent the most. Very 
few priests wanted to live in this village because it would be a very difficult life, so these 
poor villagers were not being given the attention they needed from the Church. It was at 
this moment that Vincent realized God had a job for him.  
 

3    Jonathan  
 
But there were so many poor all throughout France, surely Vincent could not help them 
all on his own. He soon organized a group of priest who wanted to help, just like him. 
They had a special mission which was to serve and love the poor. So they gave 
themselves a special name-"the Priests of the Mission," who we now call Vincentian 
priests. The Vincentian priests traveled from poor village to poor village, celebrating 
Mass, hearing confession, helping the sick, and trying to collect food and supplies which 
were so needed. 
 

4  Delilah 
 
But even this was not enough. So God sent Louise de Marillac into Vincent's life and 
together they began the Daughters of Charity. These young women too became true 
servants of the poor. Setting up hospitals, orphanages to take care of infants, and schools 
just like ours. Four nearly 400 years, the women of the Daughters of Charity continue the 
work of St. Vincent and St. Louise, exactly like Sr. Adella and Sr. Louise.  

 
5   Pancho 

 
Please stand.  Place yourself in the presence of God.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us now listen to the Holy Scripture 
 



 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  There he sat down and was joined by his 
disciples.  Then he began to speak.  This is what he taught them: 
 
 
How happy are the poor in spirit. Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Happy are the gentle: 
they shall have the earth for their heritage.  
 
Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted.  Happy those who hunger and thirst for 
what is right: they shall be satisfied. 

 
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown to them.  Happy the pure in heart: they 
shall see God.  
 
Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called sons of God  Happy those who are 
persecuted in the cause of right: theirs in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ). 
 
Please be seated.  
 
Angie 
 
This Gospel message was strong for Vincent de Paul and his close friends.  He looked to 
help those who were hungry, abandoned, mistreated, and sick.  He searched for people 
who were generous and willing to help. 
 
 
Let us take a moment to pray for our Daughters of Charity.  
 
May the memory of St. Vincent give them strength to continue to lead them in their 
vocation.  We also pray for young women of our school and our mothers.  In the spirit of 
St. Vincent, we pray that he inspires them to give hope to those who suffer and joy to 
those they meet. 
 
 
Michael 
Each one of us carries on the special mission of St. Vincent. We are supposed to bring the 
good news to the poor-which is that they too are children of God.   We are all 



Vincentians and are an important part of St Vincent's special mission. Our hands, our 
hearts, and our words are tools given to us by God to help those who are most in need. 
 
 
Please close your eyes for some quiet reflection. Lift your hands so they are sitting palms 
up (pause) just above your lap. (Pause) God here are our hands, help us to use them to 
serve others. (Pause) Take a few moments now to think about how you will use your 
hands to help. (Pause) 
 
Jessica 
Keeping your eyes closed. Put your hand over your heart. (Pause) Dear God, fill my heart 
with love-just like you did with Saint Vincent. Take a few moments now to feel the 
presence of God in your heart. (Pause) 
 
Michael 
Put your fingers over your lips. Dear God, place kind and loving words on my lips. 
Words that show compassion, kindness, and love for all people. Right now, please think 
of one person who needs to hear kind words from you. Maybe it is someone who may 
have had some difficult days recently, maybe it is someone who feels ignored.  In your 
mind, think of what you will say to  this person. (Pause)Please open your eyes 
 
Jessica 
Let us go now, to celebrate St. Vincent de Paul’s life, his faith, and his service to God’s 
people. 
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
 


