
Theme:	  The	  Wedding	  Feast	  at	  Cana	  –	  Mary’s	  Call	  to	  Service	  
	  
Opening	  Prayer:	  Magnificat	  Prayer	  
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.   
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.  
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.   
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly.  
He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty.   
He has come to the help of his servant Israel  
for he remembered his promise of mercy,  
the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children forever.    (Lk 1:46-55) 
	  
Formation	  –	  Purpose:	  

• This	  is	  the	  first	  miracle	  of	  Jesus.	  When	  Mary	  notices	  that	  the	  wedding	  party	  
was	  running	  out	  of	  wine,	  we	  see	  how	  she	  immediately	  responds	  and	  serves	  
the	  needs	  to	  help	  the	  family.	  She	  seeks	  Jesus’	  help	  to	  perform	  the	  miracle.	  	  

• In	  the	  wedding	  feast,	  we	  see	  how	  she	  encourages	  and	  confidently	  instructs	  to	  
do	  whatever	  Jesus	  tells	  them	  to	  do.	  As	  Mary	  as	  our	  model,	  we	  show	  
compassion	  to	  people	  in	  need	  and	  we	  extend	  our	  help	  to	  them	  with	  love	  and	  
respect.	  

	  
Background	  Notes:	  
http://famvin.org/en/2015/05/06/reflections-‐on-‐mary-‐mother-‐of-‐the-‐church-‐at-‐
cana-‐and-‐acts/	  
	  
Mary, Mother of the Church Reflections by Sr. Regina Bechtle, S.C. 
• “Listen to your mother” 
• “Listen to your mother” – good advice whether we’re 8 or 80. Good advice for 

the gathered community of disciples that we call “church.” 
• It is said that there are two times in a community’s life when it reveals its truest 

self: when it gathers to celebrate and when it meets to discern. Let us look 
at two such moments from Scripture: the Cana community in the midst of 
a joyous wedding celebration, and the community after the Resurrection, 
when it gathers to pray and discern in the deepest unity of mind and heart. 

 
• What does Mary of the church of Cana have to say to us and to our church? 
• Cana: a scene of festivity & community, of intimacy & scarcity. 



• Like a wise mother (and a good spiritual director), Mary clearly assesses the 
need. She brings to light what is going on, she describes the situation, and 
she points toward the next step to be taken. “Do whatever he tells you.” 

• Mary of Cana keeps us focused on the One to whom we all need to listen. •She 
firmly directs the stewards and ministers not to get in His way. •She shows 
us that we first have to acknowledge our need, our limits, our poverty, so 
that the Spirit can show us the abundance that is hidden within it. 

And she reminds us to keep believing that the Spirit of God can take what is old and 
finished and ordinary and stale and not enough – and transform the dregs into something 
special and unique and precisely what is needed. 
	  
Pre-‐reflection/Questions:	  
What	  does	  service	  mean	  to	  you?	  As	  Catholics,	  who	  do	  we	  serve?	  Why	  do	  we	  serve	  
people?	  Who	  is	  a	  good	  role	  model	  who	  helps	  and	  serves	  those	  in	  need?	  Does	  anyone	  
know	  the	  story	  of	  the	  Wedding	  at	  Cana?	  How	  is	  Mary	  an	  example	  to	  us?	  
	  
Religious	  Activity:	  
Read and discuss pages 8-11 from The Marian Consecration Presentation.  
 
Members may also re-enact the following Readers’ Theater version of the Wedding at 
Cana. There are 3 characters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Middle School/ High School/ Young Adults: 
http://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/01/readers-theatre-john-2-1-11.html 
 

The Wedding at Cana 
(John 2:1-11) 

One:     The next day there was a wedding celebration  
            in the village of Cana in Galilee. 
            Jesus’ mother was there,  
            and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration.  
            The wine supply ran out during the festivities, 
            so Jesus’ mother came to him and said, 
            “Son, they have no more wine.” 
  
Three:   Dear woman, that’s not our problem. 
            My time has not yet come. 
  
One:     But his mother told the servants, 
            “Do whatever he tells you.” 
            Standing nearby were six stone water jars, 
            used for Jewish ceremonial washing. 
            Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons. 
            Jesus told the servants,  
  
Two:     Fill the jars with water. 
  
One:     When the jars had been filled, he said,  
  
Two:     Now dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies. 
  
One:     So the servants followed his instructions. 
            When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now 
wine, 
            not knowing where it had come from        
            (though, of course, the servants knew), 
            he called the bridegroom over and said: 
            “A host always serves the best wine first, 
            Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, 
            he brings out the less expensive wine. 
            But you have kept the best until now!” 
  
            This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee 
            was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. 
            And his disciples believed in him. 



 
 
 
Reflection: 
What does the Wedding at Cana teach us? How does Mary carry out the role of service in 
her own life?  
 
Discuss Reflection Areas on pages 10 -11 from The Marian Consecration Presentation.  
How is the formula of the Marian Consecration (DFLO) exemplified in the Wedding at 
Cana? How is the formula of the Marian Consecration (DFLO) exemplified when you do 
service?  Mary always did what she can, and she calls others to share responsibility, what 
does that mean to you?  
 
Community:  There may be a fellowship of healthy snacks with games, activities or 
Vincentian service projects – if time permits. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
TO	  JESUS	  WITH	  MARY	  
	  
Lord	  Jesus,	  following	  the	  example	  of	  Mary,	  I	  want	  to	  DISCOVER	  you!	  
With	  her,	  Mother	  of	  the	  Church,	  and	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  a	  serving	  community,	  
I	  want	  to	  be	  a	  youthful	  presence,	  committing	  myself	  generously	  to	  evangelization.	  
	  
Lord	  Jesus,	  following	  the	  example	  of	  Mary,	  I	  want	  to	  FOLLOW	  you!	  
With	  Mary,	   favored	   daughter	   of	   God	   the	   Father,	   and	   in	   faithfulness	   to	  my	   baptismal	  
consecration,	   I	  want	   to	  be	   like	  You,	   the	  Evangelizer	  of	   the	  poor,	  by	  being	  a	  builder	  of	  
Life,	  Love	  and	  Peace!	  
	  
Lord	  Jesus,	  like	  Mary,	  I	  want	  to	  LOVE	  you!	  
With	  her,	  the	  prayerful	  Virgin,	  filled	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  I	  want	  to	  make	  of	  my	  life	  a	  way	  
of	   Prayer	   and	   Service,	   in	   simplicity,	   and	   humility,	   assuming	   the	   spirituality	   of	   the	  
Magnificat.	  
	  
Lord	  Jesus,	  like	  Mary,	  I	  want	  to	  OFFER	  myself!	  
With	  her,	  the	  first	  disciple,	  I	  want	  to	  open	  my	  heart	  and	  my	  mind	  to	  the	  mission,	  so	  that	  
the	  gifts	  that	  You	  have	  given	  me	  may	  be	  at	  the	  service	  of	  the	  young	  of	  the	  world,	  thus	  
becoming	  your	  hands,	  Lord,	  for	  others.	  
	  
Oh	  Mary	  conceived	  without	  sin,	  pray	  for	  us	  who	  have	  recourse	  to	  you.	  
 
 
 
 
 



 
	  


